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When I go to an AHS National Convention I expect to see 
daylilies, hundreds, probably thousands of them.   This year 
was no different and despite the drought and earlier than 
usual bloom season there were still more than enough daylilies 
in bloom to satisfy me.  When visiting gardens I’m always 
looking for new design ideas, companion plantings and unusual 
perennials that I might be able to incorporate into my gardens at 
home.   Something that always catches my attention is “art” in 
the garden.

Art is a very personal thing – there are things you either 
love or hate.  Large pieces become part of the hardscape of the 
garden – statuary, fountains, rusted farm implements and the 
like.  They become a feature pieces that serve to draw our eyes, 
provide a focus and to break up the monotony of garden bed 
after garden bed.  Then there are small pieces of art that we 
stumble across providing a welcome surprise.  If they can make 
me laugh, all the better!

The Hensley Garden had many garden art objects.  Some 
felt it was too much, some felt it was too kitschy but it made 

me smile and laugh and for me that was worth the price of 
admission.  I may have taken more non-daylily pictures in this 
garden than flower pictures and there were lots of flowers 
to see.  There was the “moon rover” metal sculpture[above] 
made from bolts, sprockets and other leftover pieces.  There 

were several 
trough fairy 
gardens[photo 
of one at left] 
that were clearly 
designed with 
the Hensley’s 
young daughter 
in mind.  The 
beauty of 
these pieces is 
that they are 
portable and you 
can move them 
around at will to 
give your garden 
a different look 
each year or 
each season if 
you choose.  

The guard dog statue [opposite page, bottom right] just 
peeking out from the cedars caught me by surprise and was 
perfectly placed.

My absolute favourite pieces in the Hensley Garden had 
to be the Mad Antz series.  These are small (about 6 – 8” tall) 
vicious-looking metal ant figures that were placed in strategic 
locations throughout the garden.  I absolutely loved the little 
vignette [above] with the angry ants carrying away a couple of 
garden gnomes.  There was another where an angry ant had 
broken a pink flamingo – kitschy garden art [below], taking on 

kitschy garden art!  I had to laugh!  There was also a pottery 
dragon’s head [below] affixed at eye level to an arbour post as 
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you exited from the back yard.  You couldn’t miss it.  Whimsical 
but I liked it!

Most if not all of the gardens featured large, painted metal 
daylilies that stood at least 6 – 7 feet tall.  They made quite 
a statement and many of us just had to have our pictures 
taken with them.  The ones pictured above are from Amity 
Abloom the garden of Charles and Cynthia Lucius who were 
the convention chairs.  The ones in Jamie Gossard’s garden had 
oversized teeth, naturally!  Amity Abloom also had a life-size 
metal horse [below] that was all corralled up on the far side 

of the back garden.  Another favourite of mine was the large 
“zen frog” [below] meditating on a rock in the Angel’s Paradise 
Garden.  It made me laugh and feel peaceful at the same time.  
Perhaps the most amazing displays were the spectacular glass 

creations of artist Dale Chihuly [photo of one creation below] 
that were integrated throughout the Franklin Conservatory 
which was the location of the Ohio hybridizers historic daylily 
garden.

There are many ways to incorporate art in the garden.  It 
doesn’t need to be expensive.  There are many found objets d’ 
art that are free for the taking.  You may already have some in 
your garage!  One garden had stacked coloured bowling balls in 
one bed!  Use your imagination.  

Garden art is a personal choice.  It is a reflection of your 
personality, style or perhaps your sense of humour.  Maybe that 
is why some people laugh and others clearly don’t get the joke!   
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