
by Nick Chase, Massachusetts

In July, the daylily garden looks wonderful.

At the beginning of August, it is still colorful.

By mid-August, we are happy to see a few blooms poking up 
among the dead scapes.

By Labor Day, if your garden looks like mine (below), the daylily 
beds are a sea of brown scapes and weeds, with hardly a bloom 
anywhere.

Like most daylily addicts, when I started out I was attracted to 
the glorious blooms of midseason, so that’s what I planted. 

Then when I had my first September of brown scapes I belatedly 
realized that, perhaps, I should have selected more wisely for 
bloom all season long.

So, slowly, I have attempted to add season-extenders. But let’s 
be honest, most of them are done by the end of August. There 
are very few daylilies that enjoy robust bloom in September here 
in New England.

Let’s take a look at some of my hits and misses, including some 
well-known lates and very lates which poop out before Labor 
Day:

‘Regal Finale’ (Pat Stamile, 1988), L-dor-26-6. Last bloom for me, 
August 21, 2014, shown below. A good late, but usually bloomed 
out by the third week of August.
At left, *’Autumn Herald’ (Roger Mercer, 1996), VL-dor-22-5. 

Yes, it “heralds” 
autumn, but it 
doesn’t get there. 
Also done by the 
third week of 
August.
[* indicates 
tetraploid cultivars]

The well-known 
*’Bermuda Coral’ 
(Don Marvin, 1986), 
VL-dor-45-6.5, at 
right, also finishes 
its display in the last 
week of August.

The historic classic 
‘Autumn Minaret’ 
(A.B. Stout, 1951), 
ML-dor-66, below, 
puts on a good show 
for almost the entire month of August, but it, too, is finished by 
Labor Day.

Henry Lefkovits (like Don Marvin) specialized in hybridizing 
lates and very lates. His 
*’Pinhill August Sunset’ 
(Henry Lefkovits, 2004), 
L-sev-35-5, puts on a very 
good display during the 
month of August, but 
fades at the end of that 
month, and count yourself 
lucky if it blooms the first 
day or two of September. 
Last bloom for me in 
2014, shown below, was 
September 1.
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‘Siloam 
Sunburst’ 
(Pauline Henry, 
1977), ML-
dor-25-5.5, 
is one of 
Mrs. Henry’s 
early Siloam 
creations and 
it is not well 
known, but I 
find it to be 
a very good 
very late as 
it blooms 
vigorously for 

the entire month of August. The very last bloom for me in 2014, 
on September 1 (shown above), looked just as good as the first 
fresh blooms.

The oldie ‘Late 
Honey Bee’ 
(Foster, 1982), 
VL-dor-17-3, 
still looks 
good in the 
first week of 
September 
(September 4 
photo shown, 
at right), but 
is done by the 
end of that 
week.

The deservedly famous *’Sandra Elizabeth’ (Don Stevens, 1983), 
VL-dor-28-6, (below) begins blooming in early or mid-August and 
will bloom for about a month, into mid-September.

OK, so it’s mid-September and you’ve managed to put off the 
pain of viewing nothing but brown scapes for about a month. Is 
there any daylily cultivar that will bloom for the entire month of 
September?

I’ve found three. The first is a new hybrid of Darrel Apps, ‘The 
Jury’s Out’ (Darrel Apps, 2000), L-dor-33-4.6, which starts 
blooming in August and blooms almost the entire month of 
September. The photo below shows the last bloom on my plant, 
September 26, 
2014.

A little older is 
the late Augie 
Krupien’s creation, 
‘Late Summer 
Fling’ (Augie 
Krupien, 1998), 
VL-dor-54-4.5. 
Blooming starts in 
very late August 
and goes right 
to the end of 
September, though 
it may not bloom 
every day as it 
reaches its demise. 
The photo at right 
is of the last bloom 
on my plant, taken 
September 28, 
2014.
But in my opinion 
the best of all is 
a real oldie and 
a bud-builder, 
‘Princess Irene’ 
(H. A. Zager, 1952) 
L-dor-36. It will 
start to bloom 
in late July and 
will bloom all of 
August and all of September and into October, frost willing. Sets 
pods like crazy, too. If you want daylily blooms in September, this 
should definitely be in your garden. (Photo shown below was 
taken September 17, 2014.) Now if we could just have September 
bloomers in colors other than yellow or gold.
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